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CONFIDENTIAL
28th October, 1959. COCOL. Document Nos 3751
COORDINATING COLuITTER
RECORD OF DISCUSSION u u O G 8 6 2

ox

4 UNITED KINGDOL PrOPOSAL TO EXPORT

AlL SE4i RESCUE EQUIPLENT TO POLAND

22nd October, 1959

Present: Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Netherlands,
Turkey, United Kingdom, United States.

Refercnce: COCOl 3704.

1. The CHAIRMAN drew the attention of the Committee tc the United
Kingdon propesal to expcrt electronic equipment for air-sea rescue work to
Poland. He invited Delegates to give the views of their authorities on this
export and also on the general question raised by the United Kingdom as to the
attitude that lieuber Countries would adupt with regard to the export cf sinmilar
equipment to other countries in the Sino-Soviet Bloc.

2e The GERuiN Delcgate stated that his euthorities did not ocbject to
this export. He added that tney favcured a special treatnent for life-saving
equipment. Until this gencral problen raised by the United Kingdom was settled,
they thought that the Committee should give sympathetic consideration to
sinilar proposals for other ccuntries in the Soviet Bloc. The Committee should
try to find en apprcpriete way during the List Review to dezl with cases of
this nature, for instance by administrative exceptiuns or by the additicn cf a
Note excluding life-saving equipment.

3. The UNITED STATES Delegate sail that his authorities sympathised
with the purpose involved in this export, but the frequency of 243 negacycles
mentioned in the United Kingdom menorendum did nct at present appear to be the
internaticnally assigned distress frequency. On the understanding, hcwever,
that the United Kingdom Delegation were able to c.nfirm that this frequency wes
the signal used for rescue cperaticns in the Baltic area, anl that the equip-
ment in question operated only on that frequency, the United States would
raise no cbjectiuvn. The Delegate recalled that he had already given his
persunal opinion thet the generel problenm raised by the United Kingdom shculd
be sulved in a case by case basis fullowing the Committee's nornal prccedure a.
He now confirumed that this was the official view of his suthcrities.

4. The UNITED KINGDOi Delegate undertcck to find .ut whether in fact
243 Mc/s was the distress frequency used in the Baltic arca. He interpreted
the Germen statement as implying that the Comnittee should give synpathetic
consideraticn to similar requests for cther Bloc countries. The United Kingdon
authorities would certainly submit such cases tc the Committee in the nornal
way; they mercly wished tc have some icea of the attitude which other Menmber
Countries might edopt towards then.

Se There were no objections from the other iemnbers of the Committee

and the UNITED KINGDOK Delegate expressed his thanks for the favourable replies
that had becn given.
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